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SHORT CAKE MULTIPLICATION 
 

Shortcake Multiplication was created to help "shorten" and simplify the process of 
memorizing the times table. 

 
Since "2 x 8" and "8 x 2" yields the same answer, there is no need for the students to 

memorize each individual times table column. 
 

Hence, students technically only need to know "half" of the times table. 

 
 

MEMORIZATION TIP 
 

The human brain is able to "chunk" numbers together to assist with memory. 
For example, a seven-digit phone number is chunked into XXX - XXXX digits of 3 and 4. 

 
Applying the same concept with the times table would help with the brain being able to 

"chunk" specific numbers together. 
 

Instead of memorizing and saying "2 x 6 = 12" as "two times six equals twelve," eliminate 
the word "times" and "equals" since they are redundant. 

 
Try just saying "two-six-twelve" to help the brain simply "chunk" the four digits together. 

 
 
 


